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BEFORE THE ILLINOIS POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD 

Steffes Farm 
(Property Identification Number 
23-000-444-00) 

) 
) 
) 
) 

NOTICE 

PCB No. 25-
(Tax Certification) 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that I have today filed with the Office of the Clerk of the Pollution 

Control Board an APPEARANCE and RECOMMENDATION OF THE ILLINOIS 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY, copies of which are herewith served upon you. 

Steffes Farm 
Dennis Steff es 
5127 East Bethel Road 
Elizabeth, Illinois 60128 

Don Brown, Clerk 
Illinois Pollution Control Board 
60 E. Van Buren St., Ste. 630 
Chicago, Illinois 60605 

Copies also provided electronically as follows: 

Illinois Department of Revenue 
via email at REV.PropTaxApp@illinois.gov 
101 West Jefferson 
P.O. Box 19033 
Springfield, Illinois 62794 

ILLINOIS ENVIRONMENT AL PROTECTION AGENCY 

DATED: June 11, 2025 

Illinois Environmental Protection Agency 
2520 W Iles Ave. 
P.O. Box 19276 
Springfield, Illinois 62704-9276 
(21 7) 782-5544 

Division of Legal Counsel 

THIS FILING IS SUBMITTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 
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BEFORE THE ILLINOIS POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD 

Steffes Farm 
(Property Identification Number 
23-000-444-00) 

) 
) 
) 
) 

APPEARANCE 

PCB No. 25-
(Tax Certification) 

The undersigned, as one of its attorneys, hereby enters an APPEARANCE on behalf of Respondent, 

Illinois Environmental Protection Agency. 

DATED: June 11, 2025 

Illinois Environmental Protection Agency 
2520 W Iles Ave. 
P.O. Box 19276 
Springfield, Illinois 62704-9276 
(217) 782-5544 

ILLINOIS ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

Assistant ounsel 
Division of Legal Counsel 

THIS FILING IS SUBMITTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 
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BEFORE THE ILLINOIS POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD 

Steffes Farm ) 
) 
) 
) 

(Property Identification Number 
23-000-444-00) 

PCB No. 25-
(Tax Certification) 

RECOMMENDATION OF THE ILLINOIS 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency ("Illinois EPA") hereby files its 

Recommendation pursuant to Section 125 .204 of the regulations of the Illinois Pollution Control 

Board ("Board"), 35 Ill. Adm. Code 125.204. 

1. On July 20, 2023, the Illinois EPA received a request from Dennis Steffes (Log number 

TC-14804 7, Exhibit A) for an Illinois EPA recommendation regarding the tax certification 

of water pollution control facilities pursuant to 35 Ill. Adm. Code 125.204. 

2. The facility's address is: Steffes Farm 
5127 East Bethel Road 
Elizabeth, Illinois 60128 

The proposed water pollution control facilities in this request are located in the 

SW¼ of Section 36, T27N, R3E of the 4th P.M. in Jo Daviess County, at the above street 

address and consist of the following livestock waste management structures: 

One (1) concrete manure scrape alley measuring approximately 259 ft. (length) x 10 ft. 
(width) and associated steel automatic alley scraper. 

One (1) concrete manure scrape alley measuring approximately 259 ft. (length) x 12 ft. 
(width) and associated steel automatic alley scraper. 

One (1) concrete manure scrape alley measuring approximately 263 ft. (length) x 12 ft. 
(width) and associated steel automatic alley scraper. 

One (1) concrete manure scrape alley measuring approximately 263 ft. (length) x 10 ft. 
(width) and associated steel automatic alley scraper. 

Two (2) alley scraper drive systems and all associated motors and electrical components 
operating the above-mentioned automatic alley scrapers. 

THIS FILING SUBMITTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 
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One ( 1) concrete manure scrape alley measuring designated as East transfer alley 
measuring 120 ft.(length) x 17 ft. (width) used to back drag manure into auger area. 

One (1) reinforced concrete manure transfer auger pit measuring approximately 120 ft . 
(length) x 16 in. (width) x 16 in. (height), the associated 12 in. (diameter) steel manure 
transfer auger, the motor and all associated electrical components, and the associated 
flooring covering the pit. 

One ( 1) milk house water pump used for wash water for the robotic milkers. This wash 
water contains manure and is transferred to the manure pit. 

These livestock waste management facilities are used to collect, transport and/or store 

livestock waste prior to cropland application. 

3. Section 11-10 of the Property Tax Code, 35 ILCS 200/11-10 (2022), and Section 

125.200(a) of the Board's regulations, 35 Ill. Adm. Code 125.200(a), define "pollution 

control facilities" as: 

any system, method, construction, device or appliance appurtenant thereto 
or any portion of any building or equipment, that is designed, constructed, 
installed or operated for the primary purpose of: eliminating, preventing, or 
reducing air or water pollution ... or treating, pretreating, modifying or 
disposing of any potential solid, liquid or gaseous pollutant which if released 
without treatment, pretreatment modification or disposal might be harmful, 
detrimental or offensive to human, plant or animal life, or to property. 

4. In order to receive preferential tax treatment as pursuant to 35 ILCS 200/11-5 (2022), 

pollution control facilities must be certified as such by the Board, 35 ILCS 200/11-20 

(2022) and 35 Ill. Adm. Code 125.200(a). 

5. Upon receipt of a tax certification application, the Illinois EPA must file a recommendation 

on the application with the Board, 35 Ill Adm. Code 125.204(a). 

6. Based on the information in the application and the purpose of the facility, it is the Illinois 

EPA' s engineering judgment that the described facilities may be considered "pollution 

control facilities," pursuant to 35 Ill. Adm. Code 125.200(a), with the primary purpose of 

eliminating, preventing, or reducing water pollution, or as otherwise provided in 35 Ill. 

Adm. Code 125 .200, and are eligible for tax certification from the Board. 

THIS FILING SUBMITTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 
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WHEREFORE, the Illinois EPA recommends that the Board issue the requested 

tax certification. 

ILLINOIS ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

Dated: June 11, 2025 

Illinois Environmental Protection Agency 
2520 W Iles Ave. 
P.O. Box 19276 
Springfield, Illinois 62704-9276 
(217) 782-5544 

Assistan 
Division of Legal Counsel 

THIS FILING SUBMITTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 
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Illinois EPA - Bureau of Water - Division of Pollution Control 
Title 35 Subtitle A Part 125 Tax Certifications 

Illinois EPA Review Notes for: 

Agency Recommendation of Pollution Control Facilities. 

BOW ID #: W0858220003 

Project Name: Steffes Farm 

Date application received: 07/2012023 
supplemental information received I 0/29/2024 

Reviewer: SAB 

Log number: TC-14804 7 

Legal Description: 
Section: SW% of 36 Twp: 27 North Range: 3 East 
PM: 4th 

County: Jo Daviess 

Facility Contact: 
Matthew Wagner, P.E. 
709 West Oak Street 
Lena, Illinois 61048 

Phone: 815/275-7642 

Pollution Control Facility Type: 
Cattle/Dairy Livestock Waste Management 
Facility 

Property ID: 23-000-444-00 

Applicant: Dennis Steffes 
5127 East Bethel Road 
Elizabeth, IL 60128 

Facility: Steffes Farm 
5127 East Bethel Road 
Elizabeth, IL 60128 

Date Control Devices installed: 01/05/2023 

Application Signature by: Dennis Steffes 

Title: Owner 

Contents of Application: Cover page, Application for Certification (Property Tax Treatment) Pollution 
Control Facility form, plat map, flow diagram, drawing 

Is there a pollutant control flow diagram? Yes 

Is there sufficient diagrams showing the pollution control facilities? Yes 

This facility generates the following pollutants and prevents their discharge as indicated: 
Livestock waste is collected and land applied to cropland. 

Physical description of pollution control facilities that ARE recommended: 

Livestock waste management facilities consisting of: 

One (l) concrete manure scrape alley measuring approximately 259 ft. (length) x IO ft. (width) and 
associated steel automatic alley scraper. 

One (I) concrete manure scrape alley measuring approximately 259 ft. (length) x 12 ft. (width) and 
associated steel automatic alley scraper. 

One (I) concrete manure scrape alley measuring approximately 263 ft. (length) x 12 ft. ( width) and 
associated steel automatic alley scraper. 
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Illinois EPA Log#: TC-148047 
Page 2 of2 

One (1) concrete manure scrape alley measuring approximately 263 ft. (length) x 10 ft. (width) and 
associated steel automatic alley scraper. 

Two (2) alley scraper drive systems and all associated motors and electrical components operating the 
above-mentioned automatic alley scrapers. 

One ( 1) concrete manure scrape alley measuring designated as East transfer alley measuring 120 ft. 
(length) x 17 ft. (width) used to back drag manure into auger area. 

One ( 1) reinforced concrete manure transfer auger pit measuring approximately 120 ft. (length) x 16 in. 
(width) x 16 in. (height), the associated 12 in. (diameter) steel manure transfer auger, the motor and all 
associated electrical components, and the associated flooring covering the pit. 

One ( 1) milk house water pump used for wash water for the robotic milkers. This wash water contains 
manure and is transferred to the manure pit. 

lo addition to the above described facilities, the Agency determined that the following facilities 
ARE NOT pollution control facilities according to§ 125.200 having the primary purpose of 
eliminating, preventing, or reducing air or water pollution or treating, pretreating, modifying or 
disposing of any potential solid, liquid or gaseous pollutant which if released without pretreatment, 
treatment, modification or disposal might be harmful, detrimental or offensive to human , plant or 
animal life, or to property and therefore ARE NOT recommended. 

One (1) circular reinforced concrete livestock waste storage tank measuring 125 ft. (diameter) x 12 ft. 
(height) already previously received certification under case# PCB 2024-011 

Reached out to applicant via email on 09/13/2024 to notify that supplemental application received on July 
20, 2023 had received separate log number and we would need to treat this as a separate application 
request as the circular concrete livestock waste storage tank had already received certification under 
#PCB 2024-011. Applicant sent in addendum on l 0/29/2024 to clarify this as a separate request. 

Reached out to applicant via email on January 14, 2025 for additional information. Supplemental 
information received on January 28, 2025. 

Email sent on March 4, 2025 to request additional information. Additional information received via email 
on March 4, 2025. • 

Nothing follows - SAB - {March 11, 2025) 



Electronic Filing: Received, Clerk's Office 06/09/2025 **PCB 2025-066**

fj ILLINOIS ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
2520 WEST ILES AVENUE, P .0. Box 19276, SPRINGFIELD, ILUNOIS 62794•9276 • (217) 782-3397 

JB PRITZKER, GOVERNOR JAMES JENNINGS, ACTING DIRECTOR 

Memorandum 

To: Mike Roubitchek, Division of Legal Counsel 

From: Darin E. LeCrone, P.E., Manager, Permit Section, Division of Water Pollution Control, Illinois 
Environmental Protection Agency ~t,...-

Date: MA'l 1 4 Zoi5l 
Re: Steffes Farm - Elizabeth 

Recommendation of Tax Certification 
Log No.: TC-14804 7 
BOW ID No.: W0858220003 
Property Index Number: 23-000-444-00 

The Bureau of Water received a request on July 20t 2023 from Dennis Steffes, having a principal place of 
business at 5127 East Bethel Road, Elizabeth, IL 60128 for an Illinois EPA recommendation regarding the tax 
certification of water pollution control facilities pursuant to 35 Ill. Adm. Code 125.204. We offer the following 
recommendation. 

The water pollution control facilities in this request include the following: 

Steffes Fann 
512 7 East Bethel Road 
Elizabeth, IL 60128 

SW ¼ of Section 36, Township 27N, Range 3E of the 4•n PM in Jo Daviess County. 

Livestock waste management facilities consisting of: 

One (1) concrete manure scrape alley measuring approximately 259 ft. (length) x 10 ft. (width) and 
associated steel automatic alley scraper. One (I) concrete manure scrape alley measuring approximately 
259 ft. (length) x 12 ft. (width) and associated steel automatic alley scraper. One (I) concrete manure scrape 
alley measuring approximately 263 ft. (length) x 12 ft. (width) and associated steel automatic alley scraper. 
One ( 1) concrete manure scrape alley measuring approximately 263 ft. (length) x 10 ft. (width) and 
associated steel automatic alley scraper. Two (2) alley scraper drive systems and all associated motors and 
electrical components operating the above-mentioned automatic alley scrapers. One ( 1) concrete manure 
scrape alley designated as East transfer alley measuring approximately 120 ft. (length) x 17 ft. (width) used 
to back drag manure into auger area. One ( 1) reinforced concrete manure transfer auger pit measuring 
approximately 120 ft. (length) x 16 in. (width) x 16 in. (height), the associated 12 in. (diameter) steel 
manure transfer auger, the motor and all associated electrical components, and the associated flooring 
covering the pit. One ( l) milk house water pump used for wash water for the robotic milkers. This wash 
water contains manure and is transferred to the manure pit. 

These livestock waste management facilities are used to collect, transport and/or store livestock wastes prior 
to cropland application. 

2125 S. First Street, Champaign, IL61820(217) 278-5800 
115S. LaSaHe Street, Suite 2203, Chicago, IL 60603 
1101 Eastport Plaza Dr., Suite 100, Collinsville, 1 L 62234 (618) 346-5120 
9511 Harrison Street, Des Plaines, IL 60016 (847) 294-4000 

S95 S. State Street, Elgin, IL 60123 (847) 608-3131 
2309 W. Ma,n Street, Suite 116, Marton, IL 62959 (618) 993.noo 
412 SW Washington Street, Suite 0, Peo11a, ll 61602 (309) 671 •3022 
4302 N. Mam Street, Rockford, IL 61103 (815} 987 7760 

PUASE PRINT ON RECYCL£D PAPER 
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Page No. 2 
Tax Certification Recommendation 
Log No. TC-148047 

These facilities are further described in the enclosed applications and supporting documents. 

Based on the information included in this submittal, it is our engineering judgment that the above proposed 
facilities may be considered "Pollution Control Facilities" under 35 Ill. Adm. Code 125.200(a), with the 
primary purpose of eliminating, preventing, or reducing water pollution, or as otherwise provided in this 
section, and therefore eligible for tax certification from the Illinois Pollution Control Board. The Bureau of 
Water therefore recommends that the Board issue the requested tax certification for these facilities. 

These facilities are further described in the enclosed applications and supporting documents. 

If you have any questions regarding the above, please contact Stephanie Burge-Bollero at 217/557-8666. 

SAB:TC-14804 7 _ Tax Cert Recommendation_ 11 March25.docx 

cc: Tax Cert File 
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Burge-Bollero, Stephanie 

From: Burge Bollero, Stephanie 
Sent: 
To: 

Tuesday, January 14, 2025 4:09 PM 

Matt Wagner 
Cc: 'Jane Steffes' 
Subject RE: [External] RE: Steffes Farm Tax Certification Request TC-148047 

Good Afternoon Matt, 

I apologize for the delay. I am in the process of trying to finalize the tax certification review for Steffes' Farm (TC-
148047). After my initial review of the application, r had a couple of follow up questions. 

Would you be able to provide more information/detail on the manure auger including the length and diameter? 

Also, if the applicant would like to include the auger pit/channel that the auger is operating within as part of their 

request, please provide detailed information including material of construction and dimensions of the auger channel/pit 
(I believe Detail 5/6 may have some of this information). Also, if there are floor plates covering the auger pit, please 

include detailed information on the portion of the flooring covering the auger including the material of construction and 

dimensions. One other item that the applicant may want to include in their request would be the motor that is running 
the auger. If they would like me to include this in the request, please provide details on the motor including the model 

and HP. 

Please just let me know if you have any questions. I look forward to hearing from you soon. 

Thank you for your assistance, 
Stephanie Burge-Bollero 
Environmental Protection Specialist I 
Industrial (401/Mines) Unit, Permit Section, 
Division of Water Pollution Control 
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency, Bureau of Water 
1021 N Grand Avenue E 
Springfield, IL 62702 
Stephanie.Burge-Bollero@illinois.gov 
Phone (217)557-8666 

From: Matt Wagner <wagnerconsultag@mediacombb.net> 
Sent: Wednesday, October 16, 2024 3:43 PM 
To: Burge-Bollero, Stephanie <Stephanie.8urge-8ollero@lllinois.gov> 
Cc: 'Jane Steffes' <steffesfarms1992@gmail.com> 
Subject: (External] RE: Steffes Farm Tax Certification Request TC-148047 

Good afternoon Stephanie, 

I will be working on and submitting this shortly. Thanks for your information and response. 

Matthew Wagner, P.E. 

Wagner Consulting & Agriculture, LLC. 
709 West Oak Street 

1 
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Lena, Illinois 61048 
wagnerconsultag@mediacombb.net 
Phone: 815-275-7642 

This transmission may contain information that is privileged, confidential and/or exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, 

you are hereby noflicd that any disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of the information contained herein (including any reliance thereon) is STRICTLY 

PROHI SITED. If you received this in error, please notify the sender immediately. 

From: Burge-Bollero, Stephanie [ mailto: Stephanie .Bu rge-Bollero@Illinois.gov] 
Sent: Friday, September 13, 2024 1 :25 PM 
To: steffesfarmsl 992@gmail.com; waqnerconsultag@mediacombb.net 
Subject: Steffes Farm Tax Certification Request TC-148047 

Good afternoon, 

I am reviewing the Tax certification request for a pollution control facility for Dennis Steffes' dairy farm in Jo Daviess 

county near Elizabeth (TC-148047). Based on the cover letter provided with the application it seems that this request 

was to add additional manure transfer items including automatic alley scrapers to the previously submitted request for 

the circular concrete waste storage structure. These requests were assigned separate log numbers when the Agency 

received them and as a result it appears that a portion of this facility (circular concrete waste storage structure) has 

already been reviewed and received certification under a different log number, TC-147353. For the review of the 
additional items (automatic alley scrapers, auger, etc.) we will need to treat this is an entirely separate application. 

Please provide an updated narrative including details for all items that you are requesting certification for in this request 

and provide quantities, dimensions, materiats of construction, etc. Please provide a facility map, direction of storm 

water runoff, and name the nearest waterbody. Also please include the original cost of the proposed pollution control 

facility. When providing additional information regarding this request please reference the log number TC-14807. Please 

just let me know if you have any questions. I look forward to hearing from you soon. 

Thank you, 
Stephanie Burge-Bollero 
Life Sciences Career Tra;nee 
Industrial (401/Mines) Unit, Permit Section, 
Division of Water Pollution Control 
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency, Bureau of Water 
1021 N Grand Avenue E 
Springfield, IL 62702 
Stephanie.Burge-Bollero@illinois.gov 
Phone (217)557-8666 

State of Illinois - CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is confidential, may be 
attorney-client privileged or attorney work product, may constitute inside information or internal deliberative staff 
communication, and is intended only for the use of the addressee. Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this 
communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this communication in 
error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this communication and all copies thereof, 
including all attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege, attorney work 
product privilege, or any other exemption from disclosure. 

2 



Electronic Filing: Received, Clerk's Office 06/09/2025 **PCB 2025-066**
1/6125. 9:19 AM 

Property Information 

Parcel Number 

23-000-444-00 

Tax Year 

2024 (Payable 2025) • 

Sale Statua 
None 

Property Clas• 
0011 • Homesite-Dwelling 

Net Taxable Value 

0 

Township 

WOODBINE 

Legal Description 

S36 T27N R3E PT W 1/2 SW 

Payment History 

Tax Year 

2023 

2022 

2021 

Assessments 

Level 

Department of Revenue 

Farmland 

No Taxing Bodies Information 

Parcel Details for 2300044400 

Site Address 

5127 E BETHEL RO 

ELIZABETH, IL 61028 

Tax Code 

23003 - TAX AREA CODE 23003 

Tax Rate 

Unava lable 

Acree 

Total BIiied 

41.4900 

$47 454.70 

$17 148 58 

$18 152.22 

Total Paid 

Show 20 More 

$47,454 70 

$17,148 58 

$18,152 22 

Homeslte 

9,356 

Dwelling Farm Land 

7,706 

Land lype 

HOMESITE 

CROPLAND 

PERM PASTURE 

OTHER FARMLAND 

WASTELAND· CONTRIB 

PUBLIC ROAD 

Totafa 

51 801 

Owner Name & Address 

Secured 

5127 E BETHEL RO 

ELIZABETH, IL, 61028 

Tax Status 
Taxable 

Total Tax 

Unavailable 

Malling AddreH 

Amount Unpaid 

Fann Bulldlng 

674,358 

Acrea 

08800 

14 7900 

16 7800 

6 8400 

0 9000 

1 3000 

41 .4900 

Mineral 

https.J/Jodav1essll.devnetwedge .comtparcel/view/2300044400/2024#Assessments 

0 

EAV 

$0.00 

$0.00 

$0.00 

Total 

743.221 

0 

4,966 

2,290 

400 

50 

0 

7,706 

111 
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Burge-Bollero, Stephanie 

From: Burge-Boflero, Stephanie 
Sent: 
To: 

Tuesday, March 4, 2025 10:03 AM 
brianp@mhtc.net 

Cc: 
Subjed: 

'Matt Wagner'; 'Jane Steffes· 
RE: [External] Steffes Dairy 

Good Morning Brian, 

Thank you for sending this supplemental information. In reference to page one of the attachment, would you be able to 
clarify the primary purpose of the "milk house water pump Baldor 8' hog pump". If the primary purpose is not for 
manure transfer, we ask that this item be withdrawn from the application. 

Also, would you mind clarifying the number of altey scraper drive systems? I see on page one of your attachment it states 
there are 2 alley scraper drive systems. In the drawing provided with the application I see 4 scrape allies adjacent to the 
staUs as well as the east alley. I just want to make sure I am including the correct number of drive systems in my 
recommendation. 

Thank you for your assistance, 
Stephanie Burge-Bollero 
Environmental Protection Specialist I 
Industrial (401/Mines) Unit, Permit Section, Division of Water Pollution Control Illinois Environmental Protection Agency, 
Bureau of Water 
2520 West lies Avenue 
Springfield, IL 62794-9276 
Stephanie.Burge-Bollero@illinois.gov 
Phone (217)557-8666 

-----Original Message-----
From: brianp@mhtc.net <brianp@mhtc.net> 
Sent: Tuesday, January 28, 2025 2:34 PM 
To: Burge-Bollero, Stephanie <Stephanie.Burge-Bollero@fllinois.gov> 
Cc: 'Matt Wagner' <wagnerconsultag@mediacombb.net>; 'Jane Steffes' <steffesfarms1992@gmail.com> 
Subject: [External] Steffes Dairy 

Afternoon Stephanie, 
Here is what I believe you are looking for on your email to Matt Wagner of Wagner Consulting and Agriculture. 
If you need anything else, please let me know. 
Thank you, 
Brian Peterson 
Fields 
608-437-5561 

-----Original Message-----
From: rickf@mhtc.net <rickf@mhtc.net> 
Sent: Thursday, February 26, 2004 7:08 PM 
To: Brian <brianp@mhtc.net> 

1 
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Burge-Bollero, Stephanie 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

brianp@mhtc.net 
Tuesday, March 4, 2025 11 :06 AM 
Burge-Bollero, Stephanie 
'Matt Wagner'; 'Jane Steffes' 
RE: [External] Steffes Dairy 

The 4" Hog Pump is for wash water of the robot milkers which can include some manure and is transferred to the pit. 
There are 2 alley scraper drive systems. Each individual system cleans 2 manure alleys. 
Brian Peterson 
Fields 

-----Original Message-----
From: Burge-Bollero, Stephanie <Stephanie.Burge-Bollero@lllinois.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 4, 2025 10:03 AM 
To: brianp@mhtc.net 
Cc: 'Matt Wagner' <wagnerconsultag@mediacombb.net>; 'Jane Steffes' 
<steffesfarms1992@gmail.com> 
Subject: RE: [External) Steffes Dairy 

Good Morning Brian, 

Thank you for sending this supplemental information. In reference to page one of the attachment, would you be able to 
clarify the primary purpose of the "milk house water pump Baldor 81 hog pump". If the primary purpose is not for 
manure transfer, we ask that this item be withdrawn from the application. 

Also, would you mind clarifying the number of alley scraper drive systems? I see on page one of your attachment it states 
there are 2 alley scraper drive systems. In the drawing provided with the application I see 4 scrape allies adjacent to the 
stalls as well as the east alley. I just want to make sure I am including the correct number of drive systems in my 
recommendation. 

Thank you for your assistance, 
Stephanie Burge-Bollero 
Environmental Protection Specialist I 
Industrial (401/Mines) Unit, Permit Section, Division of Water Pollution Control Illinois Environmental Protection Agency, 
Bureau of Water 
2520 West lies Avenue 
Springfietd, IL 62794-9276 
Stephanie.Burge-Bollero@illinois.gov 
Phone (217)557-8666 

-----Original Message-----
From: brianp@mhtc.net <brianp@mhtc.net> 
Sent: Tuesday, January 28, 2025 2:34 PM 
To: Burge-Bollero, Stephanie <Stephanie.Burge-Bollero@lllinois.gov> 
Cc: 'Matt Wagner' <wagnerconsultag@mediacombb.net>; 'Jane Steffes' 
<steffesfarms1992@gmail.com> 
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Illinois Environmental Protection ~ency ~ 
JUL 2 0 2023 

1021 North Grand Avenue East • P.O. Box 19276 • Springfield • Illinois • 62794~9276 • (217) 7f1?,:;x397 

Application for Certification (Property Tax Treatment) IOWIVWC/PERMIT SECTION 

Pollution Control Facility 

FOR AGENCY USE ONLY 

FIie Number: Date Rec'd: 

Facility Type (check one): 0 Air 0 Water Certification Number: --------- Date: 

This form is to be used for any application for certification of property tax treatment for a pollution control facility for air or water from the 
Illinois EPA. Separate applications must be completed for each control facility claimed. Do not mix types (air and water). Where both air and 
water operations are related, file two applications. 

If attachments are needed, record them consecutively on an index sheet. 

You may complete this form online, save a copy locally, print, sign and submit It to: 

I. Applicant Information: 

Company Name: Steffes Farm 

Illinois EPA 
Attention: Al Keller, Permit Section 
Division of Water Pollution Control 
1021 North Grand Avenue East, P.O. Box 19276 
Springfield, IL 62794-9276 

Person to Contact Person Authorized to 
Receive Certification Dennis Steffes for Additional Details Matthew Wagner 

Street Address: 5127 East Bethel Road Street Address: ..... 709 ........... W ........... e ___ st __ O __ a __ k __ S __ t __ re ___ e __ t ______ _ 

City: Elizabeth State: IL City: Lena State: ..... IL ____ _ 

Zip: 60128 Phone: 815-541-4450 Zip: 61048 Phone: 815-275-7642 

Email Address: steffesfarms1992@gmail.com Email Address: wagnerconsultag@mediacombb.net 

II. Facility Information: 
Facility Location: Quarter Section: 36 Township: 27~North ---- Range: 3-East 

Municipality: Elizabeth Township: Woodbine -------------
Note: A plat map location is requested for facilities located outside of municipal boundaries. 

Address: 5127 East Bethel Road City: Elizabeth ---------------
St ate: IL Zip Code: 60128 County: JoDaviess Book Number: _______ _ 

Property Index Number: _23_-_0_00_-4_4_4_-0_0 ______ _ 

Note: The Property Index Number is the numerical reference used to identify a parcel of real property for assessment and 
taxation purposes. 

Manufacturing Operations Information: 
Nature of Operations Conducted at the Above Location: 

IIRaising and milking dairy cows. 

Permit Information: 

WPC Construction Permit Number: N/A Date Issued: -----
NPDES Permit Number: N/A Date Issued: ----------- ----- Exp. Date: -----
AP C Construction Pennit Number: N/A Date Issued: ----------- -----
AP C Operating Permit Number: N/A Date Issued:---,--...,,...,,.,~-=-- Exp. Date: ____ _ 
Note: Submit co ies of all relevant -e-rm-,-·ts_i_s-su_e_d.,..b,,_...,.._.._,....-o..,.,11-ut..,..io_n_c_ontrol a . MSD Construction Permit) 

ii 

IL 532-0222 
APC 151 4/2016 

This Agency is authorized to request this information under 415 IL CS 5/4(b)(2012). Disclosure of this information is 
voluntary and no penalties will result from the failure to provide the information. However, the absence of the 
information could prevent your application from being processed or could result in denial of your application. Page 1 of 3 
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Manufacturing Process Information: 
Please provide information on the manufacturing process and materials on which pollution control facility is used, including 
each major piece of equipment associated with the pollution control facility {or low sulfur dioxide emission coal fueled device). 
Description of the Process: 

NIA 

Materials Used in the Process: 

NIA 

Pollution Control Facifity Information: 
Please provide a narrative description of the pollution control facility {or low sulfur dioxide emission coal fueled device), and an 
explanation of why its primary purpose is to eliminate, prevent or reduce pollution. State the type of control facility, as well as a 
narrative description and a process flow diagram describing the pollution control facility. Include an average analysis of the 
influent and effluent of the control facility stating the collection efficiency, if applicable. 

Describe the Pollution Control Facility {or Low Sulfur Dioxide Emission Coal Fueled Device): 

First waste is pulled in the manure transfer area with automatic alley scrapers to the manure auger on the east end of the 
barn. The manure auger then transfers the waste into the circular manure storage structure. The size of all of these facilities 
are included on the attached construction drawing. 

Describe the Primary Purpose of the Pollution Control Facility (or Low Sulfur Dioxide Emission Coal Fueled Device): 

The manure transfer areas provide for a means to transfer waste to the waste storage structure until the waste is land applied 
at the appropriate agronomic rates. 

Identify the statute or regulation (federal or state), or local ordinance, if any, requiring the installation of the subject pollution 
control facility (or low sulfur dioxide emission coal fueled device). 

The Livestock Management Facilites Act was met and followed in regards to the pollution control device. 

Nature of Contaminants or Pollutants: 
List air contaminants or water pollution substances released as effluents to the manufacturing processes. Also list the final 
disposal of any contaminants removed from the manufacturing processes. 

Material Retained, Captured or Recovered 

Contaminant or Pollutant Description Disposal or Use 

Dairy manure Liquid Concrete circular tank 

Washdown water Liquid Concrete circular tank 

Milkhouse waste Liquid Concrete circular tank 

Note: Contaminant or pollutant means that which is removed from the process by the pollution control facility. 

Page 2 of 3 
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Polnt(s) of Waste Water Discharge: 

Identify the location of the discharge to the receMng stream. This will typically refer to a source of water pollution but can 
include water-carried wastes from air pollution control facilities. 

Plans and Specifications Attached 0 Yes O No 

Submit Drawings, which clearly show: 
(a) Point(s) of discharge to receiving stream; and 
(b) Sewers and process piping to and from the control facility. 

Are contaminants (or residues) collected by the control facility? 0 Yes O No 

Note: If the collected contaminants are disposed of other than as wastes. state the disposition of the materialsl and the value 
dollars reclaimed by the sale or reuse of the collected substances. State the cost of reclamation and related expense. 

Project Status: 

Date Installation Completed: January 4, 2023 

Provide the date the pollution control facility was first placed into service and operated. ff not, exptain. 

January 5, 2023 

Status of installation on date of application: 

Completed 

Ill. Verification and Signature: 
The following information is submitted in accordance with the Illinois Property Tax Code, as amended, and to the best of my 
knowledge is true and correct. 

Any person who knowingly makes a false, fictitious, or fraudulent material statement, orally or In writing, to the 
I11/nols EPA commits a Class 4 felony. A second or subsequent offense after conviction Is a Claa 3 felony. (415 
ILCS 51.U(h)) 

fx h l\i s Prilf ££p O ~ 
• ure should be from an authorized corporate representative. 

1-'11 ,J,j 
Date: 

Page 3 of 3 
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News that Impacts commodity prices travels around the world 
in the blink of an eye. To Increase profits, you have to keep up. 
Illinois Farm Bureau® has a sophisticated network of people and resources that 
gathers, analyzes, and places the information that affects your bottom line at 
you- fingertips. IFB provides this inrorma~on through services like AgriVisor, 
marketing courses. and seminars. 
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July 18, 2023 

Illinois EPA 
Division of Water Pollution Control 
1021 North Grand A venue East 
P .0. Box 19276 
Springfield, Illinois 62794-9276 

Attn: Al Keller, Permit Section 
Permit Section 

Wagner Consulting & Agriculture, LLC. 
709 West Oak Street 
Lena, Illinois 61048 

wagnerconsultag@mediacombb.net 
815-275-7642 

1~~ 
JUL 2 0 2023 

IEPA 
IOWJWPC/PERMIT SECTION 

Re: Tax Certification for Livestock Waste Management Facilities 

To Al Keller: 

On behalf of Steffes farm, we are submitting the tax certification for the recently constructed livestock waste 
management facility. The facility previously submitted the circular concrete waste storage structure. Please 
add to that submittal the manure transfer items as noted in this application. We are also including a copy of the 
as-built construction drawings for the project, plat book, and flow diagram. 

If you should have any questions or require additional infonnation, please feel free to call me at 815-275-7642. 

Sincerely, 

WAGNER CONSULTING & AGRICULTURE, LLC. 

BY~ w~ 
Matthew Wagner, P .E. 

MW:aw 
Encl. 
cc: Steffes Fann w/ encl. 

File 
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• Illinois Environmental Protection Agency 

1021 North Grand Avenue East • P.O. Box 19276 • Springfield • Illinois • 62794-9276 • (217) 782-3397 

Application for Certification (Property Tax Treatment) 
Pollution Control Facility 

FOR AGENCY USE ONLY 

File Number: ·,C- j ~ 'f)QL\J Date Rec'd: 

Facility Type (check one): 0 Air 0 Water Certification Number: Date: 

This form is to be used for any application for certification of property tax treatment for a pollution control facility for air or water from the 
Illinois EPA Separate applications must be completed for each control facility claimed. Do not mix types (air and water}. Where both air and 
water operations are related, file two applications. 

If attachments are needed. record them consecutively on an index sheet. 

You may complete this form online. save a copy locally, print. sign and submit it to: 
~~m 

OCT 2 9 2024 

1 

Illinois EPA 
Attention: Al Keller, Permit Section 
Division of Water Pollution Control 

/EPA 
IOWIWPC/PERMIT SECTION 

I. Applicant Information: 

Company Name: Steffes Farm 

1021 North Grand Avenue East, P.O. Box 19276 
Springfield, IL 62794-9276 

Person to Contact Person Authorized to 
Receive Certification Dennis Steffes for Additional Details Matthew Wagner 

Street Address: 5127 East Bethel Road Street Address: __ 7 __ 09 ____ W __ e __ sa.;..t-=O-=a..._k __ S __ tr ___ ee=t _________ _ 

City: Elizabeth State: _IL __ City: Lena State: ..... IL ___ _ 

Zip: 60128 Phone: 815-541-4450 Zip: 61048 Phone: 815-275-7642 

Email Address: steffesfarms1992@gmail.com Email Address: waqnerconsultaq@mediacombb.net 

II. Facility Information: 
Facility Location: Quarter Section: 36 Township: 27-North ---- Range: 3-East 

Municipality: Elizabeth Township:_W_o_o_d_b_in_e ________ _ 
Note: A plat map location is requested for facilities located outside of municipal boundaries. 

Address: 5127 East Bethel Road City: Elizabeth ---------------
St ate: IL Zip Code: 60128 County: JoDaviess Book Number: --------
Property Index Number: 23-000-444-00 ------------
Note: The Property Index Number is the numerical reference used to identify a parcel of real property for assessment and 
taxation purposes. 

Manufacturing Operations Information: 
Nature of Operations Conducted at the Above Location: 

,raising and milking dairy cows. 

II 
Permit Information: 

WPC Construction Permit Number: N/A Date Issued: ----------- -----
NP DES Permit Number: N/A Date Issued: ----- Exp. Date: ____ _ 

APC Construction Permit Number: N/A Date Issued: ----------- -----
AP C Operating Permit Number: N/A 
Note: Submit co ies of all relevant -rm-i-ts-i-ss_u_ed_b _____ _ 

Date Issued: Exp. Date: ____ _ 
. MSD Construction Permit) 

IL 532-0222 
APC 151 4/2016 

This Agency is authorized to request this information under 415 ILCS 5/4(b)(2012}. Disclosure of this information is 
voluntary and no penalties will result from the failur& to provide the information. However, the absence of the 
information could prevent your applicat;on from bein processed or could result in denial of your application. Page 1 of 3 
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Manufacturing Process Information: 
Please provide information on the manufacturing process and materials on which pollution control facility is used, including 
each major piece of equipment associated with the pollution control facility (or low sulfur dioxide emission coal fueled device). 
Description of the Process: 

N/A 

Materials Used in the Process: 

N/A 

Pollution Control Facility Information: 
Please provide a narrative description of the pollution control facility (or low sulfur dioxide emission coal fueled device). and an 
explanation of why its primary purpose is to eliminate, prevent or reduce pollution. State the type of control facility, as well as a 
narrative description and a process flow diagram describing the pollution control facility. Include an average analysis of the 
influent and effluent of the control facility stating the collection efficiency, if applicable. 

Describe the Pollution Control Facility (or Low Sulfur Dioxide Emission Coal Fueled Device): 

First waste is pulled in the manure transfer area with automatic alley steel scrapers to the manure auger on the east end of the 
barn. The waste will be pulled across the concrete scrape alleys as shown on the attached drawings. The hardened steel 
alley scrapers pull into a manure auger. Waste from the east alley can be backdragged into the auger if needed. The manure 
auger then transfers the waste into the circular manure storage structure. The manure auger is steel. The size of all of these 
facilities are included on the attached construction drawing. The nearest water body is 

Descrjbe the Primary Purpose of the Pollution Control Facility (or Low Sulfur Dioxide Emission Coal Fueled Device): 

The manure transfer areas provide for a means to transfer waste to the waste storage structure until the waste is land applied 
at the appropriate agronomic rates. 

Identify the statute or regulation (federal or state), or local ordinance, if any, requiring the installation of the subject pollution 
control facility ( or low sulfur dioxide emission coal fueled device). 

The Livestock Management Facilites Act was met and followed in regards to the pollution control device. 

Nature of Contaminants or Pollutants: 
List air contaminants or water pollution substances released as effluents to the manufacturing processes. Also list the final 
disposal of any contaminants removed from the manufacturing processes. 

Material Retained. Captured or Recovered 

Contaminant or Pollutant Description Disposal or Use 

Dairy manure Liquid Concrete circular tank 

Washdown water Liquid Concrete circular tank 

Milkhouse waste Liquid Concrete circular tank 

Note: Contaminant or pollutant means that which is removed from the process by the pollution control facility. 

Page 2 of 3 
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Polnt(s) of Waste Water Discharge: 

Identify the location of the discharge to the receiving stream. This will typically refer to a source of water pollution but can 
include water-carried wastes from air pollution control facilities. 

Plans and Specifications Attached (l) Yes O No 

Submit Drawings, which clearly show: 
(a) Point(s) of discharge to receiving stream; and 
(b) Sewers and process piping to and from the control facility. 

Are contaminants (or residues) collected by the control faclllty? 0 Yes O No 

Note: If the collected contaminants are disposed of other than as wastes, state the disposition of the materials, and the value 
dollars reclaimed by the sale or reuse of the collected substances. State the cost of reclamation and related expense. 

Project Status: 

Date Installation Completed: January 4, 2023 

Provide the date the pollution control facility was first placed into service and operated. If not, explain. 

January 51 2023 

Status of installation on date of application: 

Completed 

Ill. Verification and Signature: 
The following information is submitted in accordance with the Illinois Property Tax Code, as amended. and to the best of my 
knowledge is true and correct. 

Any person who knowingly makes a false, flctltlous, or fraudulent material statement, orally or In writing, to the 
11/lnols EPA commits• Class 4 felony. A second or subsequent offense after conviction Is a Class 3 felony. (416 
ILCS 6144(11)) 

lXM.1 s sl S +e-Pf-es 
Printed Name: 

o~ 
Title: 

• • e from an authorized corporate representative. 

Page 3 of 3 
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News that Impacts commodity prices travels around the world 
In the blink of an eye. To Increase profits, you have to keep up. 
Illinois Farm Bureau® has a sophisticated network of people and resources that 
gathers. analyzes, and places the 1nfonnat1on that affects your bottom line at 
your fingertips IFS provides !his nformation through services like AgnV1SOr, 
marketing courses. and seminars. 
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October 21 , 2024 

Illinois EPA 
Division of Water Pollution Control 
1021 North Grand Avenue East 
P.O. Box 19276 
Springfield, Illinois 62794-9276 

Attn: Al Keller, Permit Section 
Permit Section 
Log No. TC-14807 

Wagner Consulting & Agriculture, LLC. 
709 West Oak Street 
Lena, Illinois 61048 

wagnerconsultagta mediacombb.net 
815-275-7642 

Re: Tax Certification for Livestock Waste Management Facilities 

To Al Keller: 

On behalf of Steffes fann, we are submitting the tax certification for the recently constructed livestock waste 
management facility. As verbally required by the IEPA in an email from Stephanie Burge-Bollero this is 
required to be a separate application. The additional items that we are asking to be included as a tax 
certification are manure transfer items that are used to transfer the waste to the concrete circular storage tank 
that was previously approved. We are also including a copy of the as-built construction drawings for the 
project, plat book, and flow diagram. The nearest surface water body is Rush Creek. 

If you should have any questions or require additional information, please feel free to call me at 815-275-7642. 

Sincerely, 

WAGNER CONSULTING & AGRICULTURE, LLC. 

~:.fk!::}!~ 
MW:aw 
Encl. 
cc: Steffes Fann wi encl. 

File 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

COUNTY OF SANGAMON 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I, the undersigned attorney at law, hereby certify that I have served on the date of June 11, 

2025, the attached NOTICE, APPEARANCE and RECOMMENDATION OF THE ILLINOIS 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY, upon the following persons by causing to be 

mailed a true copy thereof in an envelope duly addressed, bearing proper first class postage, and 

deposited in the United States mail at Springfield, Illinois: 

Steffes Farm 
Dennis Steff es 
5127 East Bethel Road 
Elizabeth, Illinois 60128 

Copies also provided electronically as follows: 

Illinois Department of Revenue 
via email at REV.PropTaxApp@illinois.gov 
101 West Jefferson 
P.O. Box 19033 
Springfield, Illinois 62794 

[Electronic Filing] 

Clerk 
Illinois Pollution Control Board 
60 E. Van Buren St., Ste. 630 
Chicago, Illinois 60605 

ILLINOIS ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

Isl Grace McCarten 
Assistant Counsel 
Division of Legal Counsel 
2520 W Iles Ave. 
P.O. Box 19276 
Springfield, Illinois 62704-9276 
(217) 782-5544 
(217) 782-9143 (TDD) 

THIS FILING SUBMITTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 




